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DESCRIPTION
The Gilbert Road Light Rail Extension brings light rail on Main Street from Mesa 
Drive to Gilbert Road in Mesa. At Gilbert Road, there are significant transit 
connections and the ability to serve the growing transit demand in the East Valley. 
This extension will attract new riders and increase development opportunities in 
central Mesa.
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GILBERT ROAD LIGHT R AIL EX TENSION

LENGTH
1.9 miles

CAPITAL COST
$184 million

FUNDING
Federal grants
City of Mesa Local Match

At-A-Glance
OPENING YEAR
May 2019

STOPS
1 park-and-ride/transit center
2 stations

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Number of miles – 1.9

Number of stations – Two stations (Stapley Drive  
and Gilbert Road)

Park-and-ride – 500 spaces at the southwest corner of  
Main Street and Gilbert Road

Public art pieces – 5

Construction start – October 2016

Opening – May 18, 2019

Prior to and during construction, 
Valley Metro encouraged 
businesses to join the Shop On 
program. Valley Metro promoted 
the program on the project website, 
social media sites, a train wrap, 
weekly emails to subscribers and at 
events.

	 39 Shop On program businesses

	 194 businesses utilized access 
signage program

	 Community events and 
marketing campaigns 
throughout construction 
promoted area businesses

1 Federal STP/CMAQ	 93.3%  

  City of Mesa Local Match	 5.7%
 2 Federal UAFF	 0.8%  

  (Transit Center and Operator’s Facility)   

  Public Transportation Fund 	 0.2% 
  (Transit Center and Operator’s Facility)

Funding Description Current Budget Percentage  

GILBERT ROAD LIGHT RAIL EXTENSION

CONSTRUCTION FACTS

193,096 
linear feet of electrical 

conduit installed

17,050 
 linear feet (650 

tons) of track 
placed

9,000  
cubic yards of 
track concrete 

poured 

4,464 
linear feet of  
sewer main 
replaced

664,520  
labor hours

4,000 jobs generated over the project duration

7,662  
linear feet of  

waterline installed

FUNDING TOTAL: $186 MILLION

*Note: Budget costs are reflected; the project  
  has not completed final billing. 
1 Federal Surface Transportation Program 
  Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
  Improvement (STP/CMAQ) 
2 Federal Urbanized Area Formula Funding (UAFF) 

  (49 U.S.C 5307)

BUSINESS ASSISTANCE

 $173.5 M

$10.5 M
$1.6 M $.4 M

$54 million public infrastructure improvements


